	
	
	




	
	[bookmark: _Hlk55473751]SPROUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of The Sproughton Parish Council Meeting, held on Wednesday 12th November 2025 at 7:30pm in the Barley Room, Tithe Barn, Lower Street
ATENDEES: Cllrs King, Davies, Maxwell, Jermyn, Powell, and Pateman-Gee 

AGENDA:
1. OPENING INCLUDING PUBLIC FORUM
1.1. No public were present
2. APOLOGIES AND TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF ABSCENCES
2.1. Cllr Barber and Curl provided apologies. All Cllrs approved their absences.
3. COUNCILLORS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST RELEVANT TO ANY ITEM ON THE AGENDA
3.1. All councillors declared an interest in the following planning developments: - Chantry Vale, Pigeon, Hopkins Homes & Sproughton Enterprise Park.
4. TO CONSIDER APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS OF INTEREST 
4.1. None Received
5. MINUTES
5.1. Councillors to consider and approve the minutes of the parish Council meeting held on 8th October 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk158624843]5.1.1 These are an accurate record of the meeting. Cllr Davies proposed, Cllr Jermyn seconded all Cllrs agreed to the Council minutes of the 8th of October 2025.
5.2. Review of actions from previous minutes
5.2.1 All actions complete
6. COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS
6.1 Cllr Davies circulated her report prior to the meeting.

7. ACTIONS & PROJECTS
7.1. Barley Room use by community groups.
7.1.1 Councillors discussed the current hire arrangement for community groups using the Barley Room, which is presently charged at £10.00 with no time limit. Cllr King proposed a revised structure: £10.00 for the first two hours, followed by £10.00 per hour thereafter, with full hourly charges applied even for part-hours. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Pateman-Gee and unanimously agreed by all Councillors.

7.2 Burial Plots/Interment of ashes.
 7.2.1 Councillors discussed the procedural options should an interment of ashes occur prior to a full burial within the same plot. It was agreed that this arrangement would be permissible, provided that the ashes are interred in accordance with the guidance for double-depth burial plots. This ensures that the subsequent burial can be accommodated without disruption. Cllr Powell proposed, Cllr Pateman-Gee seconded all Cllrs agreed.
8. [bookmark: _Hlk158359085]FINANCE
8.1. [bookmark: _Hlk73614552]Monthly Payments – Councillors to consider approval of monthly payments.
8.1.1 Cllr Davies proposed to approve the monthly payments, Cllr Jermyn seconded, all Cllrs agreed. Cllr Pateman-Gee abstained from discussion and voting.
8.2. Bank Reconciliation - Councillors to consider approval of monthly bank reconciliation. 
8.2.1 Cllr Davies proposed to approve the Bank Reconciliations, Cllr Jermyn seconded all Cllrs agreed.
8.3. Beer Festival Grants- Councillors to agree the release of funds.

8.3.1 Cllrs were advised that the beer festival propose to issue funds to the following:

· Bowls Club = £700
· Sproughton Playing Field = £1000
· Sproughton Meet up Monday = £990.00
· Tithe Barn = £150.00
· Sproughton Community Shop = £128.00


The following allocations are to be ringfenced until all necessary funding is raised:

· Sproughton PTA =£1000
· Sproughton Tennis Club = £1000

The following allocations are to be ringfenced until clarification is received regarding outstanding queries:

· Sproughton Church = £1000
· Sproughton Community Allotment Group = £1000

All Cllrs agreed for the funds to be released. Cllr Powell proposed, Cllr Jermyn seconded, all agreed.

8.4. Playing Field – Councillors to consider and approve to use Neighbourhood CIL for play area for additional wet pour works.
8.4.1 Cllrs discussed the quotation of £4,856.85 + VAT for the additional wet pour required as part of the play area upgrade. Cllr Davies proposed, Cllr Pateman-Gee seconded, all Cllrs agreed to fund the works using Neighbourhood CIL monies.
8.5. Grant Application – Councillors to consider grant application from Tennis Club.
8.5.1 Cllrs discussed the grant application received from the tennis club for any amount for the upgrade to LED lighting. All Cllrs agreed for a grant amount of £1000 to be ringfenced until all funding is achieved.
Cllr Davies proposed, Cllr Powell seconded all Cllrs agreed.

9. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND RELEVANT GROUPS
9.1. Playing Field- Cllr Maxwell updated Cllrs on playing field matters.
10. TO AGREE TIME, DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
10.1. Wednesday 10th December 2025 at 7:30pm in the Barley Room, Lower Street, Sproughton
11. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
11.1. Standard agenda any other items to be forwarded to clerk.
12. AOB (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
KW A request has been made for the Tithe Barn to be included in the Heritage Open Day programme. By our Tithe Barn Warden for 2 dates in September 2026.

KW informed Councillors of a parishioner’s request for designated car parking when multiple bookings are held at the barn, and for handrails to be installed on the barn doors. Councillors advised that, due to the building’s Grade II listed status, the installation of handrails is not permitted and is not logistically feasible. Regarding parking, it was noted that spaces are available on a first-come, first-served basis and cannot be formally allocated or managed.

JPG Asked if consideration be given to installing a cupboard in the barley room cupboard in Barley Room

RJ Cherry Tree in Burial Ground RHS to be removed due to being dead- Advised to request 3 quotes for removal.

RJ Public consultation date for Conservation area to be promoted

KW Councillors noted that the Wildman remains untidy despite Star Pubs having been issued a 21-day notice. It was further reported that, although the building is Grade II listed, enforcement action has not been pursued due to current capacity constraints within BMSDC. A formal complaint to be raised.

13. CLOSE OF MEETING
13.1. Meeting closed at 20:54 pm

Jenni King
Jenni King, Chairman, Sproughton Parish Council
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