	
	
	




	
	[bookmark: _Hlk55473751]SPROUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of The Sproughton Parish Council Meeting, held on Wednesday 11th February 2026 at 7:30pm in the Barley Room, Tithe Barn, Lower Street
ATENDEES: Cllrs King (JK), Davies (HD), Maxwell (SM), Jermyn (RJ), Pateman-Gee (JPG), Curl (SC) and Barber (CB). Kirsty Webber (Clerk)

AGENDA:
1. OPENING INCLUDING PUBLIC FORUM
1.1 No public were present
2. APOLOGIES AND TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF ABSCENCES
2.1 Cllr Powell provided apologies. All Cllrs approved their absences.
3. COUNCILLORS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST RELEVANT TO ANY ITEM ON THE AGENDA
3.1 Cllrs declared interests in Hopkins Homes, Pigeon, Chantry Vale & Sproughton Enterprise Park.
4. TO CONSIDER APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS OF INTEREST 
4.1 None Received
5. MINUTES
5.1 Councillors to consider and approve the minutes of the parish Council meeting held on 14th January 2025
5.1.1 [bookmark: _Hlk158624843]These are an accurate record of the meeting. Cllr Pateman-Gee proposed, Cllr Maxwell seconded all Cllrs agreed to the Council minutes of the 14th of January 2026.
5.2 Review of actions from previous minutes.
5.2.1 All actions complete
6. COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS
6.1  Cllr Davies updates Cllrs on district matters.
7. [bookmark: _Hlk158359085]ACTIONS & PROJECTS
7.1 Councillors to consider and approve internal auditor
7.1.1 Cllr Davies proposed to approve SALC as the Parish Council’s internal auditor, Cllr Jermyn seconded all Cllrs agreed.
7.2 Councillors to consider and approve Community shop contract
7.2.1 Councillors discussed the revised contract which had been sent prior to the meeting Cllr Jermyn proposed to approve the revised contract, which will come in to effect from 1st April 2026, Cllr Powell seconded all Cllrs agreed.
7.3 Councillors to consider and approve requesting a deposit for allotment plot.
7.3.1 Cllrs discussed the introduction of a refundable deposit for allotment plot holders from October 2026. The deposit would be returned upon termination of the tenancy, provided the plot has been left in a clean and tidy condition. Cllr Powell proposed to request a £40.00 refundable deposit of from each plot holder, Cllr Pateman-Gee seconded all Cllrs agreed.
8. [bookmark: _Hlk73614552]FINANCE
8.1 Monthly Payments – Councillors to consider approval of monthly payments.
8.1.1 Cllr Davies proposed to approve the monthly payments, Cllr Maxwell seconded, all Cllrs agreed. Cllr Pateman-Gee abstained from discussion and voting.
8.2 Bank Reconciliation - Councillors to consider approval of monthly bank reconciliation. 
8.2.1 Cllr Davies proposed to approve the Bank Reconciliations, Cllr Maxwell seconded all Cllrs agreed.
8.3 Beer Festival – Councillors to consider and approve underwriting the beer festival by £18,000
8.3.1 Cllr Davies proposed to approve the underwriting of the beer festival for £18,000, Cllr Jermyn seconded all Cllrs agreed.
8.4 Grant Application- Councillors to consider and approve a grant for the East Anglian Air Ambulance
8.4.1 Cllrs discussed the grant application received from EAAA. Cllr Davies proposed to approve a £500.00 grant, Cllr Powell seconded all Cllrs agreed.
8.5 Water Testing Kit- Councillors to consider and agree the purchase of water testing kits
8.5.1 Cllr Powell, Davies and Jermyn are happy to be trained in water testing and will report back to the council if they think it is worthwhile purchasing the kits. Cllr Jermyn proposed, Cllr Davies, all Cllrs agreed.
9 REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND RELEVANT GROUPS
9.1 Playing Fields - Cllr Maxwell updated Cllrs on playing field matters.
10 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS
10.1 It was RESOLVED that, under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, namely staffing matters. Cllr Davies proposed, Cllr Jermyn seconded all Cllrs agreed.
10.2 The meeting was reopened to the public and press at 21:04pm and the remaining business was conducted in open session.
11 TO AGREE TIME, DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
11.1 Wednesday 11th March 2026 at 7:30pm in the Barley Room, Lower Street, Sproughton.
12 ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
12.1 Standard agenda any other items to be forwarded to clerk
13 AOB (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
PP Fly tipping by church lane Hadleigh Road end.
Plastic bollard is missing, church lane, Hadleigh Road end.
Chantry Vale name, has a response been received
14 CLOSE OF MEETING
14.1 Meeting closed at 21:10pm


Jenni King
Jenni King, Chairman, Sproughton Parish Council
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