SPROUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of The Sproughton Parish Council Planning Meeting, held on Wednesday 11th February 2026 at 7pm in the Barley Room, Tithe Barn, Lower Street, Sproughton, IP8 3AA
ATTENDEES: Cllrs Jermyn, King, Davies, Maxwell, Powell, & Pateman-Gee. Kirsty Webber (Clerk)
1 member of the public was present (Jane Fitzgerald-White, (JW,) Landscape Consultant)

1. Opening, including Public Forum
1.1. 1 member of the public was present (Jane Fitzgerald White, (JW,) Landscape Consultant)
2. Apologies and Approval of Absences
2.1. Cllr Barber & Curl provided apologies. All Cllrs approved the absences. 
3. Declarations of Interest
3.1. Cllrs declared interests in Hopkins Homes, Pigeon, Chantry Vale & Sproughton Enterprise Park.
4. Applications for Dispensation
4.1.  None received
5. Minutes
5.1. To consider and approve the minutes of the planning meeting held on 28th January 2026
5.1.1 [bookmark: _Hlk158624843]These are an accurate record of the meeting. Cllr Davies proposed, Cllr King seconded all Cllrs agreed to the Parish Council planning minutes of the 28th of January 2026.
5.2 Review of actions from previous minutes
5.2.1     All actions were completed.
6 Planning Applications
6.1 No applications received
7 To Consider Any Applications Received After Publication of the Agenda.
7.1 DC/26/00534 (Expiry 3rd March 2026) Householder Application - Installation of an external electric car Charger on its own post Location: The Root Barn, Lower Street, Sproughton, Ipswich Suffolk IP8 3AA
7.1.1 Cllrs discussed the above application, with a report having been circulated prior to the meeting. It was agreed that the parish council would offer no objection Cllr Powell proposed, Cllr Davies seconded all Cllrs agreed.

8 Neighbourhood Plan
8.1 Landscape Assessment – Councillors to review and discuss the landscape assessment and consider acceptance.
8.1.1 The landscape document had been circulated prior to the meeting. Cllrs discussed the document, noting an issue on page 11 within the Sproughton Landscape Capacity Plan: Section 4 should indicate low/landscape capacity (brown rather than orange). Clarification was also sought regarding Area 7, identified as a significant area of private residential curtilage. (JW, Landscape Consultant) will provide clarification within the methodology. Cllr Davies proposed to approve the landscape document, following the recommended amendments Cllr Pateman-Gee seconded, all Cllrs agreed. 
8.2 Settlement Gaps - Councillors to review and discuss the settlement Gaps document and consider acceptance.
8.2.1 The Settlement Gaps document had been circulated prior to the meeting.
JW will add a supplementary comment clarifying that the area around the Rookery, marked in hash brown, is classified as “pending planning permission for housing”. The source for this is the Settlement Sensitivity Assessment, Volume 1: Landscape Fringes of Ipswich (Alison Farmer Associates, July 2018), pages 6 and 8. This is outdated information and incorrect a supplementary note will be made to ensure clarity and to avoid confusion. 
For Settlement Gap 6 (page 48), an additional reference will be included alongside Settlement Gaps 3 and 5 regarding wildlife riparian corridors.
An additional page will be added to include a Key Map.
For tree mapping (page 21), the source will be identified as the Woodland Trust Ancient Tree Inventory Map. Cllr Davies proposed to approve the settlement gaps document for the revised neighbourhood plan, following the recommended amendments Cllr Pateman-Gee seconded, all Cllrs agreed.
8.3 Important Views - Councillors to review and discuss the Important views document and consider acceptance.
8.3.1 The Important Views document had been circulated prior to the meeting. From the report, it was noted that two PROWs require reporting to the Local Authority due to lack of maintenance; these are identified as Important Views 3 and 11. (RJ to report)
It was further noted that six additional Important Views can be included within the document. These were documented with JW and they will be added, it was agreed for the completed document to be presented at a later date for approval.
9 Date, Time, and Venue of Next Meeting
9.1  Wednesday 25th February 2026 at 7pm in the Barley Room, Lower Street, Sproughton. 
10 Items for Next Meeting
10.1 Standard agenda, any other items to be forwarded to Kirsty.
11. Any Other Business (For Information Only)
11.1 PP- Updated Cllrs on EN/26/00021 - Units 11 To 13 Eastern Gateway - Alleged non-compliance with Condition 19 (External Lighting) of planning permission DC/17/05687.Following a visit from the enforcement officer and environment protection officer.
12. Close of Meeting
12.1 Meeting closed at 20:06 pm
Rhona Jermyn
Rhona Jermyn, Sproughton Parish Council, Planning Chairman.
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