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ALLOTMENT GARDEN HOLDERS’ AGREEMENT
(For plots up to 40 poles or 0.101 hectares)
(For domestic cultivation only)

This Agreement made on the 29th day of October 202 between the Parish Council of Sproughton (hereinafter called the Council) and         (Hereinafter  called the Holder) by which it is agreed that:
1. The Council shall let to the Holder from year to year the Allotment Garden of the approximate area of Rods       (being part of the Allotments provided by the Council at Sproughton. A rod is 5.5 yards, 11 cubits, 13.5 feet or just over five meters.) and numbered    in the Council's Allotment Register.

1. The Council shall annually issue tenants with a rent demand notice and the Holder shall pay the yearly rent in advance by the last day of October each year. The first such payment shall be due by the last day of October of the first year following the commencement of the agreement. Rent may be reviewed by the Council annually, and the Council will advise Holders of any rent change in advance of or with rent demand notices.


1. The Agreement may be terminated by either party to this agreement serving on the other not less than twelve month's written notice to quit expiring on or before the 6th day of April or on or after the 29th day of September in any year unless there is any breach of holder’s obligation in which case the allotment holder will have one months’ notice to vacate the plot.

1. The Holder shall during the Agreement carry out the following obligations: -

Plot Maintenance
(a) The Allotment Garden shall be kept free of significant weeds.
Properly cultivated, with a minimum of 50% of the plot actively used for growing plants (fruit, vegetables, or flowers).  In a neat and tidy condition at all times.  
	Rubbish and Waste
(b) The Allotment Garden must be kept free of rubbish, debris, and non-allotment-related items to avoid attracting pests. Any rubbish or waste must be removed or properly composted. Only organic waste (e.g., plant trimmings) should be composted on-site. No imported waste from beyond the allotment shall be composted on site or otherwise disposed.  
Nuisance or Annoyance
(c) The Holder must not cause any nuisance, disturbance, or annoyance to other plot holders. This includes loud noise, disruptive behavior, or poor maintenance of their plot that could affect other plots.
(d) Chemicals and Hazardous Materials
The use of chemicals, including pesticides and herbicides, must be kept to a minimum and used responsibly. Flammable liquids, gas canisters, and other hazardous materials must not be stored in excessive quantities. Generally, no more than 2 litres should be stored on the plot at any time and must be in a suitable container.
(e) Livestock and Poultry
No livestock or animals, other than hens (chicken), may be kept on the allotment. A maximum of 6 hens may be kept, regardless of how many plots the Holder manages. Hens must be kept for personal use only (e.g., for domestic egg consumption) and not for business purposes.
The Holder is responsible for ensuring that hens are housed in clean, secure coops and runs. Coops must be cleaned regularly, and feed must be stored in secure containers to prevent pests.
No cockerels are allowed on the allotment.
(f) Bees
Beekeeping is not permitted on the allotments.
(g) Dogs
Well-behaved dogs may be brought onto the Holder’s plot, but they must be kept on a lead at all times. Dogs are not permitted to roam on other holders' plots without explicit permission from the plot holder. Owners must clean up after their dogs and properly dispose of waste.
(h) Assignment and subletting
The Holder must not assign, sublet, or allow any other person to use the Allotment Garden or any part of it without the written consent of the Council. The Holder shall not erect any building or other permanent structure on the Allotment Garden nor fence the Garden without first obtaining the written consent of the Council.
(i) Structures and Fencing
The Holder must not erect any permanent structures or fences on the Allotment Garden without first obtaining written consent from the Council.
Temporary structures (e.g., sheds, greenhouses) may be allowed with prior approval from the Council.
Temporary fencing that can move around the plot for hens can be carried out at any time.
(j) Boundaries
The Holder is responsible for maintaining any fences, ditches, or hedges that form the boundary of their allotment plot. This includes keeping hedges trimmed and ditches clear.

(k) Trees
The Holder shall not, without first obtaining the written consent of the Council cut, lop, or fell any tree growing on the Allotment Garden.
(l) Cultivation for Domestic Use
The Allotment Garden must be used solely for growing fruit, vegetables, and flowers for the Holder’s and their family’s personal consumption.  
The sale of produce for profit is strictly prohibited. Free exchange between holders is allowed.
(m) Inspections
The Holder must allow the Council’s officers/members to inspect the Allotment Garden at any reasonable time, 9 to 5pm.
(n) Paths and Access
The Holder must not obstruct, block, or allow the obstruction of any paths on the allotment site that are used by other plot holders. Any opportunities to unblocked paths shall be taken by the Council. The Council reserves the right to redefine paths including widths and surfacing. The Holder is not permitted to enter or use any other holder’s plot without their written permission.
(o) Non-Compliance
If any of the above obligations are breached, the Holder may be called to a meeting with the Council. Sanctions or actions will be discussed, and the Holder may be required to take corrective steps or, in some cases, vacate the plot.
1. The Council shall pay all rates, taxes, dues, or other assessments which may at any time be levied or charged upon the Allotment Garden.
1. If the Holder shall have been in breach of any of the previous provisions of this Agreement for a period of one month or longer, the council will notify the plot holder of the breach and arrange a meeting to discuss where the breach has occurred. The Council may enter the Allotment Garden, and the Agreement shall come to an immediate end. But, without prejudice to any right of the Council to claim damages for any such breach or to recover any rent already due before the time of such entry but remaining unpaid.
1. Upon termination of this Agreement, the Holder shall be entitled to receive such compensation as is provided for by the Allotments Act 1908 to 1950. but, if the Holder shall have been paid or promised any compensation by any incoming Holder of the Allotment Garden the Holder shall, before claiming any compensation from the Council give to it notice in writing of the matters in respect of which any such compensation has been paid or promised.
1. The holder may appeal against the Council’s decision to terminate the agreement. Any appeal will be assessed by the Council and two representative allotment holders. The resulting decision & any required actions by the holder will be communicated in writing to the holder, within 30 days.
1. Any notice required by this Agreement to be given to the Council shall be delivered to or sent by post to the Clerk of the Council and any notice to be given to the Holder shall be treated as sufficiently served if i) delivered personally to the Clerk, ii) left at or iii) delivered by recorded delivery post to the address at the head of this Agreement.
1. The Council reserves: -
1. All minerals, stone, chalk, gravel and earth timber and timber like trees with the right to dig, fell out and carry away the same.
1. All game and right of entry for sporting purposes.
1. Nothing shall be done on an allotment which may be prejudicial to health or be a nuisance or affect the operation of any enactment.
1. The use of sprinklers is forbidden but handheld hoses may be used.
1. The Holder shall not use any barbed wire for a fence adjoining any path set out by the Council.
1. The Council’s policy is to encourage waste from the Allotment Garden to be composted rather than burnt.  However, when a Holder considers a bonfire to be necessary, the Council’s Bonfire Guidelines (Appendix A to this agreement) must be adhered to.
1. Holders are hereby informed that Sproughton Parish Council will not accept liability for any loss, damage or nuisance caused to the Holders plot, other plots, or adjacent land, nor any injury caused by bonfires. Any such loss, damage, nuisance, or injury caused will be regarded as the responsibility of the person lighting the bonfire.
1. The Council accepts no responsibility for loss from a Holders plot or any structures thereon.
1. Allotment rent is to be paid within 28 days of receipt of the invoice.

THE COMPENSATION RULES ARE: -
1. A Holder may remove any fruit trees or bushes, or other improvements planted or made by him or for which he has paid a previous holder; or receive compensation for his fruit trees, bushes, strawberries, asparagus and rhubarb.
1. If the Agreement is terminated by the Council's notice to quit or by ending of the Council's tenancy where it has a landlord, the Holder may claim compensation for the crops growing on the land in the ordinary course of cultivation or for manure applied to it.
1. If the Agreement is terminated by the ending of the Council's right of occupation the Holder is entitled to the equivalent of one year's rent from the Council as compensation.
1. The Council is entitled to compensation from the Holder for any deterioration in the land arising from the Holder's failure to keep it clean and in a good state of fertility.

Please note: Any violation of conditions will lead to immediate termination of tenancy.
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BONFIRE GUIDELINES:

These guidelines are to be read in conjunction with the ALLOTMENT GARDEN HOLDERS AGREEMENT.
The Council requests that whenever possible, you compost Allotment Garden waste rather than burn it.

Almost any non-woody plant, including many weeds, can be composted, provided that the compost generates sufficient heat. Pernicious weeds such as Japanese Knotweed and plants infected with fungal diseases like Club Root, Downey Mildew or White Rot should be burnt (when dry) or taken to an approved tip.

Prior to lighting your bonfire, please move materials stored in autumn and winter to a new location, to ensure that any animals within may escape.

BONFIRES CAN NOT BE LEFT UNATTENDED

· No material other than that produced on your plot is to be burnt on site.
· Only burn when suitable weather conditions permit to avoid causing a nuisance to local residents (wind drift etc.).
· Only organic matter such as wood, pruning’s and dry vegetable matter is to be burnt.
· Do not set fire to massive piles of material, it is better to start your bonfire with a medium stack and then add more material when it is very hot.
· Non-vegetable matter such as plastic, rubber, roofing felt or bitumen, carpet etc. shall not be burnt. Flammable liquids such as old sump oil shall not be burnt or used to light fires.
· Extinguish the bonfire before leaving the site - do not let the fire smoulder after you have gone.
· Only burn on your own plot, do not light fires for others.
· In the event of a reasonable complaint to the plot holder from another tenant, or a member of the public, with regard to a nuisance caused, the bonfire must be extinguished immediately.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Sproughton Parish Council will not accept liability for any loss, damage or nuisance caused to other plots or adjacent land, nor any injury caused by bonfires. Any such loss, damage, nuisance, or injury caused will be regarded as the responsibility of the person lighting the fire.
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